
Pastor Mark Mikels                -                February 8, 2015 
 “COMPANIONSHIP – Faith’s Greatest Privilege” 

 (‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrew 11:5; Jude 14-15; Genesis 5:22-24) 

 

Intro … Today, after a one week break, we return to our current series of 

messages: “Fueled By Faith” – an exposition of Hebrews chapter 11. 

 

Here once again is our Series Key Scripture … 
 

“Without faith it is impossible to please God because anyone  

who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that  

He rewards those who diligently seek Him.” 

(Hebrews 11:6) 

 

Indeed the Christian Life is a ‘Faith-Based’ Life … So what is faith really?  

What is this thing that is absolutely necessary if one is to ‘please God’? 

 

Here’s our Series Key Definition … 

 

CHRISTIAN FAITH …  

‘Confident Commitment to the Content of the Word of Christ’ 

 

 

Here then is what we could call our Key Series Conviction … 
 

“High Octane Christian Faith produces a High Performance Christian Life.  

We should seek to keep our ‘Faith Tank’ full!” 

 

 

Here then (obviously) is our Series Key Objective … 
 

“To fill ourselves up with the High Octane Christian Faith  

that fuels a High Performance Christian Life” 

 

Here’s the Series Key Image that hopefully will remind us to do just that … 

 

 
OUR FAITH PUMP 

 

 



Here now is our Series Key Discovery … 
 

Hebrews chapter 11 contains the Divinely Generated Formula for the very 

‘High Octane Faith’ that will produce that ‘High Performance Christian Life’. 

 

 

And finally let me mention our Series Key Opportunity … 
 

“To enter the Laboratory as it were and study the Master Chemist’s  

Lab Notes and come to a functional understanding of all the ingredients  

that go into the formulation of High Octane Christian Faith so we can  

in fact develop in our lives the kind of Faith that truly pleases God!” 

 

Three weeks ago we discovered that CREATION is Faith’s Foundation.  

Belief in the Creative Activity of the ALMIGHTY as recorded in the Bible is  

the first and most fundamental ingredient of High Octane Christian Faith.   

 

Two weeks ago we discovered that WORSHIP is Faith First Expression. 

Confident Submission to the ALMIGHTY is the next vital ingredient. 

Adam and Eve’s son, Abel, was our example of such faith. 

 

Today let’s push on further into this investigation … 

 

Here are … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … 
 

By faith ENOCH was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 

DEATH; he could not be found, because God had TAKEN him away.  

For before he was taken away, he was commended  

as one who PLEASED God.” 
(Hebrews 11:5)  

 

Here the writer of Hebrews zeroes in on another ancient one – one who lived 

long centuries before our time – long centuries even before Jesus’ time – one 

who was characterized and indeed ‘fueled by faith’. 

 

What can we discover about this man Enoch – What vital ingredient for high 

octane faith do we find illustrated in His Life?  

 

From this passage here in Hebrews, we can identify Enoch as a righteous man 

– an obedient man. 

 



Check out this comment in the tiny New Testament Book of Jude (vss. 14-15) … 
 

“Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied …  

‘See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his  

holy ones to judge everyone and to convict all the ungodly of all  

the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all  

the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against HIM’.” 

 

According to this passage, we would say that in addition to being a righteous 

man, that Enoch was a prophetic man …  

 

We could also infer from this passage that Enoch lived in a day when his 

righteousness was not the norm … sinfulness and godlessness had seemingly 

become fairly common … common enough that the question had begun to 

be raised like it always is … 
 

“Why doesn’t the Lord do something?” 

 

And in answer to that question, Enoch spoke of God’s ultimate judgment of 

godless and sinful humanity.  

 

So when exactly did Enoch live?  

 

According to this passage in Jude, Enoch was born in the seventh generation 

of human history – his genealogy is recorded in Genesis Chapter Five …  

 

I took some time this week to do a little genealogical study – here’s what 

I came up with … 

 

If we say that Adam was born in year zero, then Enoch was born in year  

622 … His life overlapped Adam’s by 308 years.  

 

When Enoch was 65 years old, his son, Methuselah, was born. 

 Methuselah would live until 1656, the year of the flood. 

 

Enoch himself only lived on earth until year 987 – 669 years before the flood. 

But already the earth was filling with godlessness and rebellion.  

The sin of Cain was not an isolated event …  

Adam’s race was well on its way toward Divine Judgment. 

 

And in the midst of this increasingly sinful world, there was born of Jarad,  

in 622, this righteous man, this prophetic man, this Enoch. 

 



Here’s what it says of him in Genesis 5:22-24 … 
 

“After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God  

300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether Enoch lived  

365 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more,  

because God took him away.” 

 

Enoch was not only a righteous man and a prophetic man … Enoch was  

a “raptured” man … a “translated” man … a “taken away directly to heaven” 

kind of man – He and Elijah were the only two human beings who ever 

experienced that! 

 

But there’s more – profoundly more – in fact, the most important thing of all  

remains to be uncovered in that brief biographical entry in Genesis 5 …  

 

You see above everything else and as a foundation for everything else was the 

fact that Enoch was what we will call this morning a “Companion Man”…  

 

Two times in this brief account of his life, Moses identifies Enoch as a man who 

“walked with God” …  

 

In all of this carefully detailed genealogy, there is only one other to whom that 

description is applied and that is Noah himself –Genesis 6:9 … 
  

“Noah was a righteous man, blameless among  

the people of his time and he walked with God.” 

 

In the record of the first 1656 years of human history, only two men are 

identified in such a way … as men who “walked with God” … as men  

who could be called “Companions of God.” 

 

And that observation leads me now to share with you … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

The THIRD power-packed ingredient in High Octane Faith is  

 ‘COMPANIONSHIP with THE ALMIGHTY HIMSELF. 
 

And I want you to consider with me the fact that … 
 

WALKING with GOD is Faith’s Greatest PRIVILEGE! 
 

 

That’s what I would select this morning as the most note-worthy fact of 

Enoch’s life …  



He “walked with God” – He enjoyed companionship with the Almighty Himself 

and that fact leads me to several comments on the subject this morning. 

 

1. COMPANIONSHIP IS WHAT GOD WANTS FROM MAN 
 

More than anything else God made man for fellowship – God made man in his 

own image so that there could be a relational link between them – so that, 

there might exist between God and man the same kind of relationship that 

there has always been between the Three Persons of the Godhead itself.  

 

In Creation God was expanding the possibilities of that kind of relational 

connection … Man’s sin destroyed that natural relational connection but  

In Redemption God has once again made that relational connection possible.  

 

Here’s how the Apostle Paul expressed God’s Great Desire to the newly 

converted believers in Corinth – Paul cobbled together phrases from at least 

three Old Testaments Scriptures to form this statement… 
  

“I will LIVE with them and WALK among them, and  

I will be their GOD and they will be my PEOPLE.”   
 (2 Corinthians 6:16b – Lev.26:12; Jer. 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27) 

 

You might say that God isn’t after anything particularly profound. He is seeking 

to return to a relationship like He originally enjoyed with Adam and Eve in the 

Garden. He created man for fellowship and He always has and always will 

desire to enjoy that fellowship – that companionship – with man.  

 

This then is at the heart of God’s Desires … 
 

Companionship is What He Desires From Man! 
 

Being sure of that can certainly alter how we think about God and about 

ourselves!   

 

Here’s our second comment of the morning … 
 

2. COMPANIONSHIP IS WHAT GOD OFFERS TO MAN 
 

With the coming of Jesus Christ into the world, he (the eternal Son of God) 

became the spokesman for the Desires of the Heavenly Family.  
 

 “We (The Father and I) will come and make our HOME with him.”    

(John 14:23b) 

 

What an interesting double focus in this passage …  

 



In the opening verses of John chapter 14 Jesus talks about “going to prepare 

a place for us” and “coming back to take us to be with him” …  

 

We could call that the promise of eventual companionship with God in 

Heaven … and that’s what we usually associated with John chapter 14 …  

 

But later in this very ‘heaven-based’ chapter Jesus speaks of companionship 

with God being a “here and now” possibility (an earth-based reality) … 
  

“We will make our home with him.” 

 
“We will live with you and make our home with you day by day,  

moment by moment, just like it was originally intended to be –  

True companionship with the Father and the Son.” 

 

Here’s a verse that is more misused than any verse in the Scripture … 
 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and KNOCK.”    
Revelation 3:20 

 

While this verse generates a powerful “image for evangelism” (and while many 

have been stimulated by this verse to ‘Ask Jesus to come into their hearts) that is not the 

Lord’s primary focus in this verse at all …  

 

In this passage, Jesus is speaking to the church and to believers everywhere 

when he says, “I stand at the door and knock.” 

 

Companionship is desired; a companionship opportunity is being offered.  

The Lord Jesus says basically …  
 

“If I am allowed to come in, I will come in and  

we will enjoy fellowship together.” 

 

And then, of course, we must remind ourselves of this verse … 
 

“I will ask the Father and He will give you  

another COUNSELOR (companion) to be with you forever.”   

(John 14:16) 

 

Here Jesus, who had been the disciples’ daily companion for over three years, 

is saying that the Holy Spirit would soon come to fill that role - One who, like 

Jesus said in the very next verse, “would be in them”. 

 



Companionship is what God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) desires from man; 

Companionship is what God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) offers to man but thirdly 

and finally we see that … 

 

3. COMPANIONSHIP ULTIMATELY DEPENDS UPON MAN 
 

Check out the rest of those verses we have previously considered… 

 
“Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  

If anyone … OPENS the door, I will go in and eat with him …”  

(Rev. 3:20) 

 

“If anyone loves me, he will OBEY my teaching (walk with me).  

My Father will love him and we will make our HOME with him. 

(John 14:23) 

 

The handle is on the inside … Opening the door is the responsibility (and 

choice) of the believer. Obeying the teaching of Christ is also. This is the 

‘Commitment’ aspect of faith – Something to do!  

 

‘Walking with God’ – enjoying the Companionship of God - is the result of 

choices man makes – of  faith-actions  man takes.  

 

The Apostle Paul explained that same responsibility and choice regarding 

Companionship with the Holy Spirit … 

 
“Let us KEEP in STEP with the Spirit” …  

(Galatians 5:25) 

 

He will choose the direction and the pace – we must match him! 

 

Companionship with our Triune God is a choice to make – a privilege to enjoy!  

And so we come to the bottom line – to Today’s final thot … 

 

Final Thot …  

 

COMPANIONSHIP with the Triune God of the Bible (Father, Son and  

Holy Spirit) is indeed FAITH’S greatest PRIVILEGE – Don’t ignore it. 

 
 

 


